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European power sector says YES to an ambitious global agreement at
COP21 in Paris
All the nations of the world gathering in Paris from 30 November to 11 December 2015 for the 21st
yearly session of the Conference of the Parties to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 11th session of the Meeting of the Parties to the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol are expected to reach an agreement for limiting global warming. Such universal agreement
is a must. 11 associationsi active in the European energy sector urge the 196 parties to the Convention
to reach an ambitious agreement at the end of this 21st session.
The European power system is in the midst of transformative change. This change is driven by a
shared climate agenda. To meet the climate agenda, the following ingredients are essential: higher
energy efficiency; generation largely and increasingly based on renewable energy sources;
electrification of transport, heating and cooling; an efficiently used and where necessary expanded
high voltage grid respectful of nature conservation objectives; smarter transmission and distribution
grids; smart meters; empowered consumers via demand side response; electricity storage; and a fit for
purpose interface between the transmission and distribution levels of the electricity system. All these
components are key to fighting global warming and creating a sustainable power system for the 21 st
century.
The signatories of this joint communiqué actively and concretely support the energy transition.
Today they urge the 196 parties to the COP21/CM11 as well as the European Union to agree on
a strong climate agenda. This is the very condition for a future-proof and ambitious regulatory
framework able to drive the necessary public and private investment in the power sector to
effectively and rapidly fight climate change.
We must act now!
i

CEDEC, The European federation of local energy companies; EDSO for Smart Grids, The European
distribution system operators for smart grids; ENTSO-E, The European Network of Transmission System
Operators; EURELECTRIC, The European association of the Electric Industry; EUROPACABLE, The
European wire and cable producers; EWEA, European Wind Energy Association; FOSG, Friends of the
Supergrid; GEODE, The voice of local energy distributors across Europe; RGI, The Renewable Grid Initiative;
SEDC, The Smart Energy Demand Coalition; Solar Power Europe, The European Photovoltaic Industry
Association.

